
GOVERNMENT NEWSMILITARY NEWSSUSTAINABILITY NEWS

 TECHNOLOGY NEWSSMALL BUSINESS NEWS NEW PRODUCTS LEADER PROFILE 

LETTER FROM . . . 

ENGINEERS IN ACTION SOCIETY NEWSHISTORICAL PERSPECTIVEFY2012 SERVICES

Compiled by Lt. Col. Scott Prosuch, F.SAME, USA (Ret.) and Carrie Ann Williams, CPSM, M.SAME

The Military Engineer • No. 712        | 85

STEM Awards Nominations. SAME will present its first national STEM awards at the 2018 JETC in Kansas City, 
Mo., being held May 23-25. Awards will be presented for both Post and individual achievement. Visit www.same.
org/awards for more information and to submit nominations. 

60 Years Ago—The World Changed
A little over 60 years ago, Oct. 4, 1957, the Soviet 

Union launched the earth’s first artificial satellite, 
Sputnik. The successful launch came as a shock 

to scientists in the United States, who had expected that 
America would accomplish this technological feat first. 

At 184-lb, the Russian satellite was much heavier than 
anything the United States was developing at the time. 
Later, they launched a satellite that carried a dog into space. 
This created fear that the United States lagged far behind 

in technological capability. It spurred an acceleration of 
both the arms and space race, and heralded the start of 
more focus on technical degrees, physics, and ultimately 
STEM education. On July 20, 1969, the United States 
would put the first man on the moon. 

STEM outreach remains a national security priority—
and SAME, nationally and locally, is uniquely positioned to 
help inspire, educate, mentor and train the next generation 
of leaders for our profession. 

Guam Post STEM Camp. There are so many wonderful STEM 
activities going on across SAME—and some are all the way 

around the world! Last summer, the Guam Post, led by Lt. 
Tim Dahms, CEC, USN, and Capt. Noel Enriquez, USN (Ret.), 

planned and conducted the Post’s first STEM Camp on the island 
for students in grades 5-8. The camp was run in partnership with 

Guam University and featured a very diverse series of events for the 
kids.With 46 volunteers and mentors helping support the camp, the 
model has been set for developing relationships and producing future 
engineers. This is an amazing accomplishment by these SAME Post 
leaders and their team! Learn more about the Guam Post at www.same.
org/get-connected/find-a-post/guam.

Calling SAME Fellows. We are asking for support from SAME Fellows to connect with Young Members and steer them to become 
mentors at our SAME STEM/Engineering & Construction Camps. Amy Basehoar, F.SAME, was the first Fellow to answer the 
call with a potential camp mentor. We all know terrific Young Members; please recruit them for this gratifying role. The camps 
will need over 50 mentors for the 2018 season (and as we are growing, this number will only increase). This is a perfect match 
to the Fellows Charge that we all honor when we are invested.

Air Force STEM Program. The new U.S. Air Force STEM Director, Vicki Stoneking, who is a member of SAME, presented 
to the SAME Board of Direction during the Small Business Conference in Pittsburgh in November. The Air Force is rolling 

out a series of new STEM camps, called LEGACY, which should dovetail with our efforts and offer Posts an alternative 
direction for kids we connect with. Her program is funded by the Defense Department and is intended to eventually be 

regionally-oriented—synergistic with how SAME Posts are situated. Keep an eye out for ways that Posts might get connected.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW 
David Bevins is a Young 
Member now working as an 
HVAC designer for Jacobs in 
Arlington, Va. Son of SAME 
Board of Direction member, 
Capt. Bob Bevins, F.SAME, 
USCG, David graduated from 
University of Pittsburgh. 
He attended the inaugural 

SAME/U.S. Marine Corps Camp in 2012, where 
he won the coveted Golden Hammer Award for 
excellence. His camp attendance was sponsored 
by the Washington DC Post, which also awarded 
him a scholarship for his education; and as he 
says, “attending camp confirmed my decision 
to pursue engineering as a career path.” At 
college, David remained an active SAME Student 
Member, even attending the Golden Eagle Awards 
Dinners. He benefited tremendously from mento-
ring by several SAME Fellows. David is currently 
participating at the Post and Camp mentoring 
levels and he is the Young Member Director for 
the Northern Virginia Post, as well as the mentor 
for Williamsburg Middle School.

Cadet Jacob Cheesman 
(front) attended the SAME/
U.S. Air Force Academy 
Camp in 2015 and was 
sponsored by the Pikes 
Peak Post to attend the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

Introduction Mission Program in 2016. He is now 
enrolled at the academy, where he is majoring 
in engineering and is a member of the school's 

SAME Student Chapter. 
Maj. Luke Donovan, USAF, 
recently attended the Small 
Business Conference in 
Pittsburgh. Maj. Donovan 
was an exceptional mentor 
at the SAME/U.S. Air Force 
Academy Camp in 2013 and 
remains very active in SAME 

at the Post level. He is further proof that early 
involvement in SAME’s STEM Camps fosters 
long-term engagement and participation.  

Online Camps Registration. We are finally moving to an electronic 
online registration system for SAME’s STEM Camps. Students 
will be able to complete their application online and. Look for a 
roll out in early 2018 along with a webinar to show the changes. 

Online Judging Opportunity. Organized by the Technology Student 
Association—an SAME strategic partner—Tests of Engineering 
Aptitude, Mathematics and Science (TEAMS) is a competition 
for students in middle and high school that allows them to 
communicate their knowledge of skills in STEM.  In 2018, 
students will answer questions and design solutions based on 
the theme “Engineering a Greener World.” 

SAME is helping to provide virtual volunteer judges. The commitment 
is no more than three to four hours, and you can do it on your schedule. 
The timeframe is mid-February to mid-March of 2018. An engineering 
degree is not required. In fact, all you need is an interest in the topic 
and a desire to give back. This is a fun easy way to become involved in 
SAME’s STEM outreach. Visit www.tsa.org to sign up as a judge. 

Join the STEM Committee. All STEM Coordinators at the Post 
level should join the national STEM Committee. So far, about 30 

Posts have STEM Coordinator identified. Visit www.same.org/stem, 
or email sprosuch@earthlink.net for more information. 

Boy Scout International 
Jamboree. Planning is 

already underway for the 
2018 event and a contingent of 

SAME members will be support-
ing the event, as in years past. 
(At right, SAME member Scott Mikos 
and his son at last summer’s Boy 
Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.)

New STEM Camps. 
SAME is on track to 

host a new STEM Camp 
at Scott AFB, Ill., this 

summer. We are possibly 
going to hold a new camp 

at Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center Twentynine 
Palms in April 2018 as well. 
It is also looking good for a U.S. Navy STEM program in the summer. 
Posts: please add these new additions to your planning agenda for the year.  
Learn more about SAME's scheduled camps at www.same.org/stemcamps.


